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I was about 10 when I began to take my faith more seriously and my 
understanding of it started to grow. I started attending Platform pretty 
regularly when I was 11, and that too has been an amazing help to me 
and really helped me hold onto my faith when it was at its weakest, 
which was when I was about 12 years old, and I was really struggling 
with doubts, and wanting to follow my friends. Also the Focus group 
that ran at my school for Y7-9’s was really helpful it strengthened my 
faith at that crucial time too, and I made loads of friends. 
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About a year or so ago, I started going to worship events, which I love, and 
I find just a really nice breather in the midst of all my schoolwork and 
general hecticness of life, a time-out with God, a reminder to just say thank 
you, and 'I love you'. I have also been to 3 Sizewell weekends, (2 Feb.’s, 
and 1 Nov) which strengthened me spiritually, taught me so much, helped 
me grow in my faith and make some new friends outside my normal social 
(and geographical) circle. In the future I know God might take me down the 
path of Evangelism, and helping people. I am starting at CYM, and I am 
learning and growing so much. Doing this work makes me so happy, and 
hopefully, in doing it I can also give back a little of the gift.



Having the chance to get involved in 
CYM’s work was such a blessing to 
me in my gap year! I learnt so much 
from the amazing staff team at CYM, 
the wide range of youth work I got to 
learn from, as well as the huge 
amounts of learning that went on as I 
was given the opportunity and the 
grace to have a go myself, in trying 
new things and working in new ways!

Having spent three years doing youth 
work in Stoke-on-Trent and 
completing a degree in Christian youth 
work, I’ve now just started a new 
Youth Pastor role in Carpenters 
Community Church, in Chorleywood, 
Herts, where I’m still discovering loads 
about young people, God’s heart for 
them, and both the challenges and 
delights of being a youth worker! �
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I have been to 2 CYM Sizewell 
weekends and have made lots of 
Christian friends. CYM has helped 
me in my Christian life by showing 
me that there are many children 
like me who struggle to be a 
Christian in a school environment. 
I hope that others can experience 
the same feeling of being accepted 
that I have done through CYM.
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I have been involved with CYM for 
several years now, as both a leader and 
a young person, at The Platform, Eight, 
Sizewell weekends and Northgate C.U. 
Through these events I have met and 
bonded with an incredible group of 
people, and their dedication and love for 
God never ceases to amaze me. Being a 
part of the CYM community has also 
provided me with the support and 
encouragement I've needed to keep my 
faith alive through rough times as well as 
being a special and unique opportunity to 
praise God through serving and working 
with young people. �
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I first came in contact with CYM eight years 
ago on an IYN camp and CYM is the main 
driving force behind my move to England 
(I’m Danish). In Hungary 2006 Dave 
Pepper told about the MA training that was 
about to start based at CYM and I was so 
inspired that I immediately thought: That’s 
what I want to do! 
So for the following months I thought and 
prayed about it a lot, realising that it would 
mean three years away from home and a 
job as youth worker for a church to support 
the training. And that’s what I’ve done for 
the past year. 
Through all of this CYM and the friends I’ve 
found there continues to be a great support 
and encouragement, and I’m grateful for 
the opportunity to learn more about their 
work, since I’ve been curious about it since 
the first time I hear about it. �
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Not only has CYM given me opportunities to meet other Christians, it has 
developed my leadership skills through events such as Regener8. I have 
also had opportunities to sing regularly at events, which I have really loved. 
CYM has been such an essential part of my growing up and I feel like they 
have really given some great role models throughout the years, who have 
inspired me to grow in my relationship with God. I am so thankful to CYM for 
helping develop me into the person I am today and encouraging me with my 
relationship with God through my teenage years. 

CYM has made such a big impact on my life. Before I went 
to CYM events I had very few Christian friends, which 
made persevering in my Christian faith quite difficult. 
Suddenly I was old enough to go to all these different CYM 
events like Sizewell house parties and the Platform and 
there were all these other young committed Christians, 
going through all the same challenges as me. Some of the 
people I met at those first Sizewell and Platform events 
are still my closest friends now. Even though they live all 
over Ipswich and further out to Felixstowe, CYM events 
meant we could all meet together. 
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I can't really put into words how much the work 
of CYM has shaped my Christian life. Both in 
attending events and residentials and more 
recently in leading and helping at them, I have 
become a stronger person with a deeper passion 
to see God move in Ipswich and throughout his 
world. I am forever grateful for the people that 
God has placed in the CYM team and as 
volunteers; for the way that they have taught and 
encouraged me, and been great role models to 
me and so many others. I look forward with great 
excitement to all that I know that he is planning 
for the future. �
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